
Bart Olson
Candidate for Kittitas County Sheriff  

Biography   
I have served over 28 years in law enforcement and recently completed a 25 year career 
with the Washington State Patrol (WSP).  Throughout my years of service, mostly in Kittitas 
County, I have built a progressive reputation of trust, compassion, integrity, honesty, 
accountability, and professionalism.   

I have worked on solutions and partnerships to make roads safer, have supervised a wide 
range of criminal investigations, and have trained many law enforcement officers with a 
focus on accountability and safety. My career began at CWU, having received a BA in Law & 
Justice with a Psychology Minor.  I served as a Kittitas County Sheriff Office (KCSO) Reserve 
Officer, KCSO Corrections Officer, WSP Governor’s Mansion Cadet, and WSP Trooper in North 
Bend and Kittitas Co.  I was promoted to WSP Sargent in 2013. I had supervisory authority 
over a detachment in Monroe and then Ellensburg.   

I have served as a Field Training Officer, was on the Aggressive Driver Apprehension Team, 
Serious Highway Crime Apprehension Team and Washington State Patrol Safety Team.  I was a 
member of the Kittitas County Law & Justice Council, a Law & Justice Executive Board 
member and on the Law and Justice Grants Committee.  I am fiscally responsible and had 
the experience of approval of equipment requests, training requests and reimbursements 
during my career with the Washington State Patrol.    

Reasons for Running for Sheriff 
I am running for sheriff because I see the need for change and a new style of leadership.   
The KCSO consists of great employees.  During my employment with the WSP, I worked 
shoulder to shoulder with many of the KCSO deputies and correction officers.  I witnessed a 



need for better training, guidance and overall leadership.  I care deeply for our community 
and believe I will help make it safer by bringing a high level of professionalism and 
knowledge to the Sheriff’s Office.    

I have been developing myself for the opportunity to be Sheriff throughout my career.  I am 
approachable and can bring people together and build partnerships which will be beneficial 
to the citizens and the department. I will be a proactive visionary for the department and 
not just operationally minded. I will bring about more accountability, more transparency and 
provide more proactive law enforcement throughout the county.  

All employees should be receiving regular feedback and at the very least yearly evaluations, 
which currently does not take place.  Employee development, growth and mental well-being 
are important to me.  I have been encouraged by many great citizens, leaders, officers, 
deputies, troopers, people in the courts and many other state, county and city employees to 
run for the position.  I will continue helping others within a law enforcement career and I am 
the best candidate to help them grow and provide them the needed guidance.  I am running 
for Kittitas County Sheriff because I am the best candidate for the community and the KCSO. 
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